Campaigning for the Yes campaign in the 2011 Referendum 

Your questions answered

Q1. As the Labour Party will not be a participant in the referendum, are CLPs or Labour Party units allowed to spend money on, or donate resources to, the Yes campaign?

A.1. NO. According to Labour Party guidance CLPs cannot donate money or resources to the Labour Yes campaign. CLPs CANNOT campaign on the doorstep, or in the press as an entity for Labour Yes. Individual Labour Party members CAN donate money, resources and time to campaign for Labour Yes, however.
Q2. I’ve been told that no Labour Party unit is allowed to campaign in this referendum or to use any resources for campaigning in the referendum. Is this true?
A.2 CLPs as a legal entity cannot campaign in the referendum, however they can:
· Pass motions endorsing a position at any stage of the campaign

· Include a question about AV in their canvass
 as long as it is used for electoral purposes only and is not shared with the Labour Yes campaign.
Q3. I am a Labour Party member can I campaign for Labour Yes in the Referendum?

A3. YES, individual Labour Party members are free to join Labour Yes, undertake any campaigning activity organised by Labour Yes at any stage of the campaign, and can make personal donations to the campaign at any stage. 
Q4. Can Labour party held data such as Contact Creator be used to campaign in the referendum?

A4. NO. Labour party held data such as Contact Creator or use of the Member Centre CANNOT be used to help campaign for a Yes vote in the Referendum. However, elected Labour representatives who have authorisation to contact Labour members in their area, can use membership data to contact those members to tell them about their support for Labour Yes
.
Q5. Can my CLP or branch affiliate to Labour Yes?

A5. NO. CLPs and branches cannot affiliate to either the Yes or No campaigns, however they can pass motions endorsing a position one way or another.

Q6. Can CLPs or branches donate money to the campaign?

A6. No
. 
Q7. Can CLPs do anything to help promote Labour Yes?

Q7. NO. CLPs can pass motions endorsing support for one side or the other, but cannot campaign as an entity for Labour Yes. However, CLP members in an individual capacity can deliver leaflets, hold meetings of members, conduct canvassing activities, participate in streetstalls and other similar campaign activity
 as long as it is on behalf of Labour Yes, not the CLP. 

Q8. Our MP, candidate, MSP, AM or MEP wants to put a message saying

vote YES in their printed literature that is paid for by the CLP. Is

that OK?

A8. NO. To do so would break Labour Party rules. Candidates, however, can include a message very briefly stating their position on the Referendum question in Labour Party literature. The message must not include arguments for or against FPTP or AV. Candidates can also contact voters as a volunteer using Labour Yes materials
 as long as they do so using Labour Yes electoral register data, not the Labour Party’s.
Q9. Can our candidates in this years’ elections support Labour Yes? Can they send literature to electors asking them to vote Yes?

A9. YES. Candidates in this years’ election can send information to electors asking them to vote Yes in the Referendum as long as Labour Yes provides the materials used, the data is supplied by Labour Yes, not the Labour Party, and the communication is branded as Labour Yes.

Q10. Can our branch/CLP/Labour affiliate hold a meeting to debate the referendum?
A10. YES.  CLPs can organise public meetings and debates (e.g. hustings) for party members to discuss the issue and hear different sides of the argument.  These must be genuine debates with steps taken to give a fair hearing to each side.

�What, if anything, are you saying that they can do with the answer in terms of campaigning?


�For the avoidance of doubt, this is a matter for data protection law and party rules, not PPERA. As these are outside our remit, I make no comment.


�Assume this is an internal Labour Party rule and not a reference to PPERA.


�It needs to be clearer that this is on behalf of Yes, not the CLP – if the CLP as an entity does these things, it may be incurring regulated spending. Members meetings to promote an outcome are included as referendum spending (even though they aren’t included in election spending!). 


�In the light of the statements above on canvassing, it should be clear that they can’t use canvass data based on the party’s electoral register info to contact voters about Yes, as the Party is not allowed to use the register for referendum purposes. It should be stated that the candidate is really acting as a volunteer for Yes here.


�See comment above





